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The Mission of the Iowa West Foundation is to improve lives and strengthen communities
for today and future generations. We do this by providing leadership, creating partnerships,
leveraging resources and serving as a catalyst in identifying and supporting community
needs. We have a special interest in: community development and beautification, economic
development, education, and human and social needs.
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Last year the Iowa West Foundation surpassed an important milestone in awarding over $250 million in
grants since its inception to support programs and projects in local communities. The Foundation could
not have achieved this without our partnership with the Ameristar and Harrah’s casino operations in our community.
Annual contributions of operating fees from the casinos allow the Foundation to maintain its grants budget at a high
level, especially at a time when investment earnings have suffered due to the recession.
For a second consecutive year, the Iowa West
Foundation focused its funding and efforts on
achieving its overarching goals of increasing
educational attainment and transforming
neighborhoods. In the area of education, the
Foundation revamped its scholarship program
to reward promising students who might not
otherwise go to college. Last year we also
established the Iowa West College Access
Program that targets aspiring students in the
ninth grade who seek to become first generation
college graduates. These students receive
four years of guidance and support from this
program throughout high school to provide a
clearer path to pursue higher education.
In the area of neighborhood transformation, the Foundation’s
ongoing support of the Neighborhood Center in Council
Bluffs has resulted in the formation of 12 new neighborhood
associations during the past year. These neighborhood
associations have formed a cabinet that has begun to
meet regularly with the mayor of Council Bluffs. Last
year we also awarded a three-year grant to establish a
neighborhood small grants program. This program, which
will be administered through the new Pottawattamie County
Community Foundation, empowers local residents to identify
small impactful programs and projects that will address
neighborhood needs.

In 2009, the Iowa West Foundation embarked on an
important partnership with the City of Council Bluffs
to implement a bold vision for the city’s Missouri
riverfront. The Foundation committed $5.45 million
over the next two years to support the first phase
of a world-class park in Iowa at the base of the Bob
Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge that spans the Missouri
River. When completed, this 85-acre riverfront park
will be a recreational amenity and entertainment
venue for the entire region. It also has the potential
to stimulate significant investment nearby in a unique
mixed-use development at Council Bluff’s front door.
Finally, as the Iowa West Foundation matures, it is
important that we both build capacity in the nonprofit
sector and broaden the impact of our philanthropic
support. I am pleased to report that the expanded
outreach of the Foundation’s grants staff during
the past year resulted in the submission of 34
proposals from first-time applicants.

J. Todd Graham
President and CEO
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$4,400,000
AIM INSTITUTE AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Setting a course to earn college degrees
Iowa West Foundation made a six-year commitment of $4.4 million for a new college access program.
The program began in the summer of 2009 with the identification of 25 students entering ninth grade,
who show potential for high scholastic achievement but might not otherwise go to college.
Participants were selected based on their application, essay, overall need and character references.
Throughout their four years of high school, these students will receive afterschool academic tutoring,
college placement test preparation, and assistance with financial aid/scholarship applications.
Development of study skills needed for college, parent involvement activities, and summer academies
on college campuses also are offered.
Once fully implemented, there will be 100 students over a four-year span from Council Bluffs’ high
schools – Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln – in the program.
With the completion of the program at the conclusion of their
senior year of high school, the students will receive a $1,000
completion scholarship to attend college. They also will be
given preference in a new competitive scholarship program
with other higher needs students who plan to go to college.
This program, called Iowa West Opportunity Scholarships, will
include 25 scholarships funded annually by Iowa West at $4,000.
For example, if a student would complete four years of college,
the student would receive the funding each year resulting in a
scholarship of $16,000 or $8,000 for two years.
Similar programs across the country have made a positive impact
on higher needs youth who aspire to be the first member of their
family to go to college.
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$7,500
summer camp
Muscular Dystrophy
Association

Learning in class and beyond
Today’s youth are tomorrow’s bioscience and engineering leaders. Students who go on
to pursue careers in science-related fields begin fostering their interests in middle and high
school. To provide the opportunities for deaf and hard of hearing students, Iowa School
for the Deaf is constructing a modern science center.
The new science center will provide: contemporary instructional facilities that meet new
curriculum standards; a handicap-accessible location for multiple classes and grade levels;
and storage space for science supplies.
As a shared area for both middle school and high school, the center will enable teachers
to easily exchange ideas, and students from all grade levels can learn from one another.
Researching and constructing working science projects provides critical visual learning
reinforcement for a child who is deaf or hard of hearing. With the resources of the new
science lab, students will be more aware of their environment, more prepared to pursue
careers in the sciences, and more equipped to positively impact their communities.
Opportunities for children to learn also extend far beyond classroom walls. The Muscular
Dystrophy Association is one organization which has been making that happen for more
than 50 years with its MDA summer camp.
Each summer, approximately 45 to 50 youth ages 6-17 from the Omaha metro area attend
Camp Comeca in Cozad, Nebraska. The camp offers a wide range of activities specially
designed for young people who have limited mobility or use wheelchairs. Camp programs
are conducted in a relaxed atmosphere that gives campers an unmatched opportunity
to develop lifelong friendships, share interests and build self-confidence. Campers look
forward to their week-long retreat each year.
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$800,000

support of the downtown
revitalization fund
for council bluffs

Pottawattamie County Development Corporation

enovate
Restoring economic activity to downtowns
The Pottawattamie County Development Corporation, with support from the Iowa West Foundation,
is undertaking a major renovation project on the historic 100 block of West Broadway in downtown
Council Bluffs. This project will continue to support and encourage downtown investment, as it
complements other improvement efforts in the area.
The building that was once the Hughes-Irons Motor Company will become home to the Council Bluffs
Chamber of Commerce, which has agreed to lease 8,100 square feet of space. An additional 6,000
square feet of retail space also will be available. The second floor will
be renovated into 17 apartments which have access to heated indoor
parking on the first floor.
With a grant to Avoca’s betterment foundation, a historic building
at 118-120 North Elm Street in downtown Avoca was recently
renovated. The building has become the home for new businesses
in town and housing for citizens with special needs.

$250,000
restore a landmark building
in the historic town center
for use by businesses and for
special-needs housing
Betterment Foundation of Avoca, Iowa
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$307,000
NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS
Pottawatamie County Community
Foundation

Partnering to meet community needs
To assist residents of Pottawattamie County, the Iowa West Foundation has provided
funding of $1.3 million over the past two years to the C.I.T.I.E.S. fund for rural
community infrastructure projects. Communities report that their quality of life has been
greatly enhanced. In Walnut, a new water treatment facility operated by the municipal
water plant staff is now in operation.
The Pottawattamie County Community Foundation, along with the Neighborhood
Center, has developed a neighborhood small grants program. This program is
designed to provide funds for neighborhood projects that are identified by residents. A
three-year grant of $307,000 from the Iowa West Foundation established the program.
These neighborhood grants are available for up to $5,000 and can be requested for
such programs as neighborhood block parties and area clean-up activities. Historical
neighborhood identification signage, beautification projects and neighborhood
publications are other examples of what has been funded through this program. The
overall goal is to help neighbors build connections that will lead to a support network.
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$1,300,000

support of the c.i.t.i.e.s.
fund for rural community
infrastructure projects
Pottawatamie County Board of Supervisors
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Strengthening family bonds through fun
Families can discover an exciting new world at Expedition Madagascar, the new exhibit
complex at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo. It offers families a chance to learn more about an area
of the world that is considered one of the top hotspots for biodiversity because it is home to
the world’s largest number of endemic plant and animal species.
A 300 foot-long building nestled in a hillside features some of Madagascar’s most unusual
animals. The main building is over 17,000 square feet, including an educational theater
created with a $400,000 grant from the Iowa West Foundation. The 15 indoor exhibits house
a wide array of species including fish, reptiles, small mammals and of course, lemurs.
For families looking for relaxing all-ages events, the Bluffs Arts Council presented its 22nd
season of free concerts and films for the community in Bayliss Park in downtown Council
Bluffs. Music in the Park was held on Wednesday evenings and Movies in the Park
on Fridays at dusk all summer long. The musical performances included Mariachi Luna y Sol,
Bluegrass Playground and Solid Brass Quartet. Movie night showings were of family favorites
such as Where The Wild Things Are and Land of the Lost.

$9,500
A series of familyfriendly concerts
and films
Bluffs Arts Council
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Offering affordable lofts for artists
The Harvester Artspace Lofts project is transforming an historic International Harvester
warehouse at 1000 S. Main Street in Council Bluffs into a 36-unit residential building
designed to meet the space needs of creative individuals and their families. The project
began in 2006 as a partnership between Iowa West Foundation and Artspace Projects, Inc.
This ambitious economic development project broke ground in October 2009 and is
scheduled for completion with resident occupancy during the summer of 2010. The project
includes 10 one-bedroom, 19 two-bedroom and five three-bedroom units, as well as two
efficiencies. The three-bedroom units are located on the main floor with direct access to the
outdoor playground area and community garden, making them ideal living spaces
for families.
Each work/live unit will have sufficient additional space — about 200 square feet — for an
artist’s studio. The building also will contain 5,370 square feet of non-residential space that
will be designated for arts-friendly uses such as working artist studios, offices for artsrelated businesses and organizations, as well as galleries and other retail.
Over the course of the project, the Iowa West Foundation has provided $2.4 million in
grants to help bring this exciting new artist work/live space to the community.
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artists’ live/work
space in council bluffs
historic BUILDING
Artspace Projects, Inc.
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2009 Grant
recipients
Community Development &
Beautification
Arcadia (IA) Betterment
and Development
Corporation
City park playground equipment
$7,000
Avoca (IA) Betterment
Foundation
Historic restoration and special
needs housing in town center
$250,000
City of Avoca (IA)
Implementation of comprehensive
downtown improvement plan
$100,000
City of Corning (IA)
Improvements to community
center and congregate meal site
$3,000
City of Council Bluffs
Mid-City Corridor beautification project under West Broadway viaduct
$300,000
Streetscape repairs in historic
downtown for streetlights and
other improvements
$125,000
City of Crescent (IA)
New fencing for community
ball field
$3,000
Maintenance equipment for
new city ball park
$1,200
City of Elk Horn (IA)
Enhancement of pool activities with
addition of pool slide
$5,000
City of McClelland (IA)
Addition of grills, bike rack, and
swing set at city park
$1,950
City of Oakland (IA)
Youth sports storage shed and new
parking lot at Chautauqua Park
$5,000
City of Shelby (IA)
Improvements to the city’s
wetlands nature trail
$8,000
Renovation of city park with new
playground equipment
$23,000
City of Walnut (IA)
Construction of a new community
ball field
$8,844
Community Housing
Investment Corporation
Council Bluffs neighborhood “green
street home designs”
$120,000
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Iowa West Foundation celebrates a significant milestone. The $25,854,868 in grants
awarded in 2009 pushed the foundation over the $250 million mark since its inception.
The foundation is proud to support non-profit and governmental entities to make a positive
impact on our community.

Glenn Miller Birthplace
Society Museum
Construction project adjacent to
birthplace home in Clarinda (IA)
$50,000

The Oakland (IA) Historical
Society
Continued revitalization of the
Nishna Heritage Museum
$4,000

Habitat for Humanity of
Council Bluffs
Renovation and construction of
a dozen homes
$200,000

economic development

Historic General Dodge
House, Inc.
Restoration projects at historic
Council Bluffs landmark
$123,500
Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation
Improvements to section of southwest Iowa recreational trail (WabashTrace)
$30,000
Iowa West Foundation
Gateway Initiative
South 24th Street bridge aesthetic
improvements to community
entryway
$1,930,000
Iowa West Foundation
Public Art Initiative
Implementation of Council Bluffs
public art master plan
$1,000,000
Iowa West Foundation
Streetscape Initiative
Beautification and maintenance of
primary corridors in Council Bluffs
$3,000,000
Keep Council Bluffs
Beautiful, Inc.
“Recycle on the Go” project for local
parks and events
$5,000
Omaha Zoological Society
Creation of Madagascar exhibit at
Henry Doorly Zoo
$400,000
Pottawattamie County
Community Foundation
Neighborhood and community small
grants program
$307,000
Start-up support for community
foundation donor outreach and
operations
$1,266,000
Pottawattamie County
Conservation Board
“West Nishnabotna Water Trail” creation of river recreational access
areas in five communities
$10,000
The Nature Conservancy
Controlled fire management in Loess
Hills of western Iowa
$75,000

Bluffs Arts Council
A year-round series of family-friendly
concerts and films
$9,500
Holiday themed “Festival of Trees”
celebration
$4,500
Chanticleer, Inc.
“Back to the Good Old Days” shows
at community theater in Council
Bluffs
$6,250
City of Council Bluffs
Support for economic development
activities
$150,000
For “First Night” - a New Year’s
festival for families
$45,000
Operating support for city arena
$300,000
Fremont County
Historical Society
Sidney (IA) Championship Rodeo
Museum
$60,000
French Icarian Colony
Foundation
For historical reconstruction of the
French Icarian Village in Corning (IA)
$25,000
Golden Hills Resource
Conservation &
Development
A study for recreation planning in the
Loess Hills of western Iowa
$5,000
Urban agriculture training for
Pottawattamie County leaders
$15,000
Harrison County
Conservation Board	
A Lincoln Highway/Loess Hills
Interpretive Center near Missouri
Valley (IA)
$32,000
Iowa Western Community
College
Foundation programming at the
Arts Center in Council Bluffs
$60,000
Lenox Community Trust
Construction of a new county
community center in Lenox (IA)
$10,000

Midwest Women and
Children’s Services
Assistance in the creation of new
childcare opportunities in Council
Bluffs
$134,829
Nebraska Arts Council
Entrepreneurial professional
development for Omaha metro
area artists
$4,500
Omaha Botanical Center,
Inc.
“Railroad Days” – a collaborative
metro area event celebrating railroad
history
$18,000
Omaha Performing Arts
Society
Technological improvements to
the sound system of the historic
Orpheum Theater
$50,000
Omaha Theater Company
New wireless sound system for the
Rose Theater
$15,000
Pottawattamie County
Board of Supervisors	
“Wayfinding & Marketing Tourism
Campaign” for local attractions
$39,000
Support of the C.I.T.I.E.S. fund
for rural community infrastructure
projects
$170,000
Pottawattamie County
Development Corporation
Support of the downtown
revitalization fund for Council Bluffs
$800,000
education
African Culture
Connection
Cultural education program and
artistic performances in Council
Bluffs
$26,000
Bemis Center of
Contemporary Art
Development of curriculum with
schools in Pottawattamie County
and tours of the center in Omaha
$29,447
Board of Regents/
University of Nebraska Omaha
Outreach of “Prairie Visions” arts
education training into southwest
Iowa
$16,954
Creation of lifelong learning
opportunities for adults in
Pottawattamie County
$10,000

The Iowa West Foundation receives its funding for
grants from investment income and also from the
Iowa West Racing Association. The association
receives contracted fees from local casino operators.

Boy Scouts of America,
Mid-America Council
Collaborative after-school program
at Council Bluffs Boys & Girls Club
$8,500
Boys and Girls Clubs of
the Midlands, Inc.
Start-up operational support of the
Council Bluffs club
$200,000
College access program
Program to increase first generational
college students from Council Bluffs
$4,400,000
College of Saint Mary
Summer academy for youth from
Omaha’s Latina community
$5,000
Council Bluffs Community
School District
Curriculum development,
instructional coaches, and summer
school to improve student learning
$5,607,000
School Administration Managers
(SAMs) to support instructional
leadership
$420,000
Council Bluffs Public
Library
Enhancement of the library’s
collection
$62,500

Joslyn Art Museum
On-site training at Omaha museum
for local Iowa art teachers
$20,000

Omaha Symphony
Association
Educational programming to
southwest Iowa schools and
outdoor performance
$80,000
Opera Omaha
Performance and educational
outreach in southwest Iowa
$25,000
Pottawattamie
Conservation Foundation
Science and conservation field
trips for elementary students in
Pottawattamie County
$10,000

East Pottawattamie Soil
and Water Conservation
District
Natural resources and conservation
education trip for sixth graders
$1,437

The University of Iowa/
Hancher Auditorium	
Collaborative symphony and
performing arts events in Omaha
and Council Bluffs
$25,000

Eckels Memorial Library
Increase of circulation materials at
Oakland (IA) library
$4,000

Turnbull Child
Development Center
Summer camps for center families in
Page County (IA)
$2,000

Iowa School for the Deaf
Foundation
New science center on school’s
campus in Council Bluffs
$300,000
Iowa West Foundation
Scholarship Program	
College scholarships for southwest
Iowa and eastern Nebraska students
$500,000

Education
46%
Community
Development &
Beautification
36%

Omaha Children’s Museum
Field trips for Council Bluffs
elementary students to attend two
major exhibits
$15,000

Visiting authors series
$20,000

Girl Scouts of Greater
Iowa
“Leadership Experience” – a
community based training program
in southwest Iowa
$10,000

Human &
Social Needs
10%

Loess Hills Area Education
Agency 13
Summer leadership academies for
southwest Iowa youth
$75,000

R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
Educational theatre programs in
southwest Iowa schools on safe
relationships
$5,000

Friends of the Union
Pacific Railroad Museum	
Local history website and teachers’
institute in Council Bluffs
$37,000

Economic
Development
8%

2009 iowa west
foundation
grant funding
GRANTS
Community Development & Beautification

$9,354,464

Economic Development

$1,953,579

Education*
Human & Social Needs
Total

$11,914,838
$2,631,987
$25,854,868

*Includes two multi-year education initiatives: $4.4 million for
College Access Program and $5.6 million for local school
district programming

2009 financials

Condensed Balance Sheet for the Year Ending December 31, 2009**
assets
Cash & cash equivalents
Total investments

$2,110,552
$297,063,717

Human and Social Needs

Other assets

$198,060

Assistance League of
Omaha, Nebraska, Inc.
“Operation School Bell” - to provide
needed winter clothing for local
school children
$5,000

Total assets

$299,372,329

Grants & initiated projects payable

$57,053,430

Bethany Lutheran Home
Plaza area at a care facility in
Council Bluffs
$3,000

Long-term debt

$14,625,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of the Midlands	
Community based mentoring for
children in Pottawattamie county
$41,000

continued on page 18

liabilities and net assets

Other liabilities
Total liabilities

$34,026
$71,712,456

Net assets unresricted

$227,659,873

Total liabilities and net assets

$299,372,329

**The financials in this report are preliminary and unaudited,
as the audit is currently in process.
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Board of Regents /
University of Nebraska Omaha
Social work internship program in
southwest Iowa
$63,857
Buford Foundation
For underserved youth from Omaha
area to attend “Camp Confidence”
$5,000
Camp Hertko Hollow, Inc.
Support for southwest Iowa youth
with diabetes to attend summer
camp near Boone (IA)
$2,500
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Omaha
Expansion of substance abuse
services at the Omaha Campus
for Hope
$50,000
Child Resource Center
Energy conservation efficiencies and
repairs to Sunshine ‘N Rainbows
Childcare Center in Red Oak (IA)
$15,000
Christian Home
Association-Children’s
Square U.S.A.
A new communication system for
the Council Bluffs campus
$32,500
City of Shelby (IA)
Emergency pagers for Shelby Fire &
Rescue Department
$2,000
Council Bluffs Community
Health Center, Inc.
Behavioral health services to
under-served southwest Iowans
$76,219
Council Bluffs
Goodfellows
Program to assist local families
during the holiday season
$45,000
Council Bluffs Senior
Center, Inc.
Utilization study and assessment
of needs
$5,000
Executive Services
Corps-Nebraska, Inc.
Rural caregivers education
program in southwest Iowa
$10,000
Feline Friendz
in Nebraska
Expansion of feral project
into southwest Iowa
$500
Glen Haven Homes, Inc.
To meet transportation needs
at Glenwood (IA) care facility
$5,000
Heartland Family Service
Energy and housing assistance
for low-income families in
Pottawattamie County
$330,000
Transportation assistance
to therapeutic school for southwest
Iowa students
$16,500
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Substance abuse prevention
program for children in southwest
Iowa and eastern Nebraska
$60,000
Outreach services and transitional
housing for homeless in
Pottawattamie County
$300,000
HOPE-Net Ministries, Inc.
A society re-entry assistance
program for women in
Pottawattamie County
$10,000
Jennie Edmundson
Memorial Hospital
Charitable patient care program
$150,000
League of Human Dignity,
Inc.
Program in Council Bluffs to
improve accessibility in homes
of the disabled
$27,500
Loess Hills Humane
Society, Inc.
Cat and kitten shelter for adoption
services in southwest Iowa
$10,000
Lutheran Family Services
of Nebraska, Inc.
Increase of services and resources
for families in Pottawattamie County
$40,000
Make-A-Wish of Iowa
To fulfill wishes of southwest
Iowa children with life-threatening
illnesses
$10,000
Merrymakers Association
Entertainment at senior housing
locations in southwest Iowa
$33,000
MICAH House Corporation
Emergency shelter services for
families in Council Bluffs area
$25,000
Mills County (IA) Public
Health	
Expansion of substance abuse
recovery program for families
$7,400
Mission For All Nations
Support of the “Hunger Prevention
Project” in the Omaha metro area
$20,000
Muscular Dystrophy
Association
To meet storage and transportation
needs of MDA for its Omaha metro
area “Loan Closet”
$1,000
Summer Camp for youth from
eastern Nebraska and southwest
Iowa
$7,500

Nishna Productions, Inc.
Construction of a new vocational
center in Red Oak (IA) for people
with disabilities
$75,000
On With Life Foundation
Mini-bus for Glenwood (IA)
extended care facility to transport
residents to activities
$10,000
One World Health Centers,
Inc.
Expansion of pharmacy program for
underserved families in the Omaha
metro area
$20,000
Outlook Nebraska, Inc.
Job training for blind and visually
impaired persons in Omaha metro
area
$5,000
Enhanced lighting in its workplace
for the visually impaired
$5,000
Pottawattamie County
Board of Supervisors
“CountyConnection.org” - online
information for health and human
services
$15,260
Pottawattamie County
Firefighters Association
Funding for equipment of volunteer
fire departments in Pottawattamie
county
$100,000
Pottawattamie County
Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Network
Project to improve and increase the
level of care for impacted families
$180,000
Senior Citizens of Western
Harrison County, Inc.
Improvements to the community
center in Missouri Valley (IA)
$2,175
Siena/Francis House
One-on-one services day for
homeless in the Omaha metro area
$50,000
Southwest 8 Senior
Services, Inc.
Expansion of family caregiver
program in southwest Iowa
$29,000
“Solution Options for Seniors”
to meet needs of the elderly in
southwest Iowa
$10,000
Southwest Iowa Families,
Inc.
Parenting skills education through
home visits
$17,927

For “Stork’s Nest” - an educational
program for families
$32,649
Southwest Iowa Mediation
Center
Dispute resolution program in child
custody cases
$132,000
Special Olympics Iowa, Inc.
Support for “Challenge Days” in
southwest Iowa communities
$10,000
Ted E. Bear Hollow, Inc.
Expansion of child grief support
resources in southwest Iowa
communities
$10,000
The Christian Worship
Center
Start-up operational support of
homeless shelter and meal site in
Council Bluffs
$45,000
The Salvation Army Council Bluffs Corps
Crisis services and intervention
management for local families
$40,000
United Way of the
Midlands
Community care fund to meet health
and human service needs
$335,000
Vocational Development
Center, Inc.
Delivery truck for VODEC’s
workshops in Omaha and Council
Bluffs
$32,500
WESCO Industries
Improvements to a facility for
persons with disabilities in Denison
(IA)
$3,000
West Central Community
Action
Administrative building renovation
for a southwest Iowa human and
social needs agency
$25,500
Western Iowa Healthcare
Foundation
Assistance for low income youth to
participate in community recreation
programs
$500
Word-of-Mouth: Oral
Health Education
Connection
Preventive oral health education
programs in Douglas County (NE)
and Pottawattamie County (IA)
$7,000
Young Women’s Christian
Association
Free legal services in the YWCA
Omaha Domestic Violence Program
$20,000

ather

$5,400,000$5,450,000

phase oneof
of
construction
RIVERFRONT
river’s
edge parkPARK

City of
Council Bluffs
City of Council
Bluffs

Attracting families and
businesses to the community
The Iowa West Foundation has committed $5.45 million over the next two years
for the first phase of construction of River’s Edge Park, a world-class Council Bluffs
riverfront park. The park will, over time, offer 85 acres of parklands, natural areas,
trails, shelters, a fountain, terraces, an amphitheater, and other ammenities such
as public art. The public will be able to visit, bike, play, walk dogs, picnic and
much more.
A six-acre “Great Lawn,” a sand beach, a river road, trails and parking will spread
north and south from the Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge. This first phase
of construction should be complete by spring 2012.
This continues Iowa West Foundation’s multi-year, multi-million-dollar commitment
to riverfront development. In recent years, the foundation provided $1 million
toward the pedestrian bridge construction, another $2 million for infrastructure for
the planned Playland Park mixed-use development site and $1 million for master
planning and pre-development work for the riverfront park.
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Iowa West Racing Association

cre

The Iowa West Racing Association was officially created in 1984, and the Iowa West Foundation was established in
1994. The organizations came about because Iowa passed laws requiring gaming licenses to be either held or sponsored
by non-profit organizations. These organizations have become an important source of funding for charitable and
community projects.
The Iowa West Racing Association is the license holder for Horseshoe Casino, formerly Bluffs Run, and the license
sponsor for two casino riverboats, Ameristar and Harrah’s. The two riverboats pay license fees to the association, which
distributes the funds to the Iowa West Foundation. In addition, two transactions in 1999 and 2004 involving Bluffs Run,
significantly increased the corpus and investment income for charitable giving by the Iowa West Foundation.

Iowa West Foundation
The Iowa West Foundation, headquartered in Council Bluffs, Iowa, is an independent 501 (c) (3) organization that receives
funding from investment income and from the Iowa West Racing Association, which collects fees from casino operators.
From modest beginnings, the Iowa West Foundation has evolved into one of the largest non-profit organizations in the
Midwest, and it’s still fairly young. The Foundation administers a grant program, which awards funds for various community
projects of governmental entities or non-profit organizations.
Through 2009, the Iowa West Foundation’s grand total of funding to non-profit organizations and governmental entities
has now surpassed $250 million, resulting in a positive impact on the lives of thousands of area citizens.

2009 IOWA WEST
RACING ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Emma M. Chance,
President
Jack E. Ryan,
	Vice President
Deborah I. Bass
	Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Theresa BarronMcKeagney
Patricia A. Hannan
John P. Nelson
Robert N. Schlott
Ronald N. Tekippe
Barbara J. Walsh
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IOWA WEST
FOUNDATION staff
J. Todd Graham,
President & CEO
Jerry Mathiasen,
	Senior Vice President
David Harris,
	Vice President of Grants &
Initiatives
Tim Miller,
	Vice President of Finance
& Administration
Reed Morgan,
Grants Program Director
Richard Sorich,
	Special Projects Manager
Deb Debbaut,
Grants Manager
Jacquelyn Dix,
	Executive Assistant
Carolina Quezada,
Fellow

2009 IOWA WEST
FOUNDATION
BOARD of directors
Charles L. Smith,
Chair
Dr. David H. Kuper,
	Vice Chair
Suellen Overton,
	Secretary/Treasurer
Deborah I. Bass
John M. Burns
Rick D. Crowl
Susan M. Miller*
Georgia A. Sievers
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Barb Morrison
Brian Rhoten
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$1,000,000

implementation
of the public art
master plan
Iowa West Public Art

Inspiring curiosity and creativity
The Iowa West Public Art collection is inventive in both its city-wide scope and its
works of art. The commissioning of site-specific works of art by internationally-known
artists is guided by a public art selection panel, which includes highly credentialed
art curators, as well as local representatives from government, the Foundation and
a non-profit arts organization.
Completed in 2009, Jun Kaneko’s Rhythm enhances the main entrance of the
Mid-America Center arena in Council Bluffs, Iowa. The sculpture garden extends along
the front facade of the arena welcoming the public in a visually exciting and colorful
way. Designed to inspire curiosity and the visitors’ own creativity, Rhythm is the largest
single installation of Jun Kaneko’s works anywhere in the world. It includes 21 works in
a 408 foot-long space. There are three bronze heads, 11 ceramic columnar sculptures
(which the artist calls dangos), five triangular dangos, and two tile-covered walls.
Visitors can walk among the sculptures on a 22,500 square foot, geometric-patterned
granite plaza.
Kaneko is internationally recognized for large-scale ceramic, bronze and glass
sculptures. More than 30 of his public art installations can be found throughout the
United States and Japan. In 2008, the New York City Public Art Program showcased
Kaneko’s signature head sculptures on Park Avenue. His work is also featured in more
than 70 museum collections worldwide.
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Grant Information
The mission of the Iowa West Foundation is to improve lives and strengthen communities
for today and future generations. We do this by providing leadership, creating partnerships,
leveraging resources and serving as a catalyst in identifying and supporting community needs.
We have a special interest in: community development and beautification, economic
development, education, and human and social needs.
As a result of a community needs assessment of Pottawattamie County, the Foundation also has
announced two overarching goals:
To assist local schools in reducing the high school drop out rate, including to help increase
educational attainment opportunities for Pottawattamie County citizens; and, to improve lives
by helping transform neighborhoods in Council Bluffs and in local communities throughout
Pottawattamie County.

GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION
Organizations with an IRS 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt status and classification as a public charity —
under IRS sections 509 (a) (1) and 509 (a) (2) — as well as governmental units and agencies, are
eligible to apply for grant consideration. The Foundation’s geographic focus is southwest Iowa
and eastern Nebraska, the primary focus being Council Bluffs and Pottawattamie County.

APPLICATION DEADLINES
Grant applications are reviewed by grant committees and considered by the Foundation’s Board
of Directors four times a year. Potential applicants are encouraged to visit the Foundation’s
website at www.iowawestfoundation.org for application deadlines and procedures.

CONTACT INFORMATION

e

Please contact the Foundation office for assistance in the grant application process.
Iowa West Foundation		
Phone
25 Main Place, Suite 550		
Fax
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503	Email

712.309.3000
712.322.2267
grantinfo@iowawest.com

$30,000

improvements
to wabash trace
nature trail

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation
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energize
Connecting with nature

The Wabash Trace Nature Trail is a converted railroad right-of-way running more than
60 miles through the southwest Iowa countryside from Council Bluffs to Blanchard
on the Iowa/Missouri border. The railroad tracks and ballast have been removed, and
the trail has been resurfaced with crushed limestone. Since 1988, Southwest Iowa
Nature Trails Inc., the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and countless volunteers have
worked hard to preserve the Wabash Trace Nature Trail for public use and enjoyment.
The Iowa West Foundation grant will be used to upgrade the trail surface from
crushed limestone to concrete near the cities of Silver City and Malvern. A total of
approximately three miles will be paved in 2010.
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