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In order to fulfill our vision of a community where families 
choose to visit and live — and businesses choose to locate — 

because of its quality of life and standard of living, human and 
social needs for all families must be addressed. We are helping  
to forge partnerships to best leverage the knowledge and 
resources available.

As the Iowa West Foundation continues to evolve, a focus area that is receiving 
more attention is the area of human and social needs. A recent county needs 
survey showed the overwhelming importance of focusing on the needs of 
children and families. The 2007 grants featured support of preschool in local 
school districts, quality non-profit daycare programs, oral health education 
programs, energy assistance, drug abuse treatment programs, senior services, 
disaster relief, and expansion of educational programs for the growing  
Latino population.

LEFT: Children’s Square USA is in its 125th year of helping kids in southwest 
Iowa. Serving more than 400 children per day, the nonprofit organization 
offers emergency shelter for children, services for runaway and homeless youth, 
counseling services and educational programs. A pilot program with Take Flight 
Farms provides equine assisted psychotherapy and learning. To develop the 
children’s problem-solving and social skills, this alternative program received an 
Iowa West grant.

TOP RIGHT: In 2007, the Iowa West Foundation awarded grants to improve 
family visitor sites, such as the Butterfly and Insect Pavilion at Omaha’s Henry 
Doorly Zoo, the City of Anita’s “Grass Roots Walking Trail,” and Lake Icaria 
in Adams County. These projects stimulate minds, promote healthy lifestyles, 
preserve natural resources, and provide family fun.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Construction on the visionary Charles E. Lakin Human Services 
Campus continues to progress smoothly. The American Red Cross, Boys & Girls 
Club, Heartland Family Service, MICAH House and The Salvation Army will be 
co-located on the campus in order to better serve our community. The support 
from the Iowa West Foundation for this innovative campus has now reached  
$8 million. n
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Education has the power to change lives and to transform 
destinies. It drives the development and growth of a region. 

From early childhood development through post-secondary 
education to adult education and technical job-skills training, 
our focus on this issue is clear. We are dedicated to improving 
education and access to it for children and adults alike.

The findings of a community needs assessment in our area revealed that 
educational attainment is a top priority. During this past year, the Iowa West 
Foundation responded positively to many grant requests to embrace educational 
opportunities. This page’s photographs highlight some exciting examples, but 
funding from the Iowa West Foundation assisted many more programs, such 
as the Big Brothers Big Sisters school mentoring program, the University of 
Nebraska Omaha youth science camp, art teacher training, and Scholarships 
and Training for Adult Re-entry Students (aka STARS), just to name a few.

RIGHT: The Language and Culture School of Omaha provides classes for English 
as a second language, Spanish immersion workshops for educators and other 
Hispanic culture programs. Through grants from Iowa West Foundation, 
the school is able to offer two unique programs. The first is a language and 
financial workshop to assist Latina women. The second is the “Saturdays in 
South Omaha.” The goal of this educational project is to give teachers better 
communication tools to use with Hispanic students and their parents and to 
create an email network for teacher-participants to exchange ideas and news  
on progress in their classrooms during the school year.

TOP LEFT: A team of nine Council Bluffs Abraham Lincoln High School students 
participated in the Student Mentor Program sponsored by the Peter Kiewit 
Institute and the Society of American Military Engineers. The program’s purpose 
is to encourage students to pursue careers in engineering and architecture.  
The team’s project, “Green House Implementation,” received an Award  
of Distinction.

BOTTOM LEFT: From providing children’s storytimes and study tools for teens 
to best-selling novels and databases that drive reference searches, the Council 
Bluffs Public Library is an important community asset. A 2007 grant allowed the 
library to continue enhancing its collection with materials and databases. n
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The advancement of the arts is important to the area’s quality 
of life — as well as the economy. The arts inspire us, engage 

us and connect us as people. They also enrich recreational 
opportunities, develop tourism, attract businesses and transform 
public spaces.

On October 10, 2007, a front-page headline in the Omaha World-Herald said, 
“Transforming Council Bluffs – A Showplace for Art.” The article described 
the national attention the community was receiving for its continuing steps to 
enrich the region’s quality of life. In addition to supporting a major public art 
initiative, other grants funded exhibits at the Union Pacific Railroad Museum, 
Omaha Area Youth Orchestra concerts, traveling exhibitions from the Omaha 
Children’s Museum, the expansion of the Hitchcock Nature Center near 
Crescent, Omaha Symphony performances in local schools, and Bluffs Arts 
Council concerts.

LEFT: Internationally renowned sculptor William King has completed the 
installation of three large sculptures at the Mid-America Center in Council Bluffs 
as part of the Iowa West Public Art project. Overlooking the freeway stands 
Interstate, a 15-foot tall, geometric plate aluminum driver. King’s two additional 
sculptures are Circus and Sunrise. Circus depicts two people in perfect balance, 
and Sunrise is a pioneer couple standing tall with an indomitable spirit. To date, 
the Iowa West Public Art collection also includes installations by Brower Hatcher 
and Deborah Masuoka. 

TOP RIGHT: First Night Council Bluffs is an event that brings together 
community by celebrating the New Year and local arts. The arts play an 
important role because of their capacity to transform, inspire, enrich and 
engage all people.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Beautiful weather and gorgeous dancing drew a large, 
enthusiastic crowd to the Joffrey Ballet “River to River” tour, brought to 
Council Bluffs by the University of Iowa’s Hancher Auditorium. Free outdoor 
performances by the Joffrey Ballet were held in Council Bluffs, Des Moines, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa City and Muscatine. The Iowa West Foundation provided 
major funding support for the tour, as well as for local youth workshops taught 
by the performers. n

 OF LIFE

To see more of the public  
art collection, visit  
www.iowawestpublicart.org
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Enhancements to local parks 
are one of the ways that Iowa 
West Foundation makes an 
impact on the quality of life in 
local communities. The City of 
Carter Lake, Iowa, received a 
grant to create a place where 
skateboarders would be 
welcome in Mabrey Park.

A $2 million grant was 
awarded to the Pottawattamie 
County Development 
Corporation (PCDC) to support 
an innovative downtown 
revitalization fund. Completed 
projects include the opening 
of Green Acres Natural Foods 
Market in Council Bluffs. With 
the projects that are currently 
underway, PCDC estimates 
that every dollar in downtown 
funding could leverage $30 in 
private and public investment.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & BEAUTIFICATION

Carroll Depot Centre, Ltd 
Restoration and development of a  
historic depot center in Carroll (IA)	 $50,000

Carstens 1880 Farmstead, Inc. 
Expansion of museum near Shelby (IA)	 $50,000

Carter Lake (IA) Preservation Society 
Development of lakefront rain gardens	 $5,000

City of Anita (IA) 
Improvements to the recreational  
“Grass Roots Walking Trail”	 $3,000

City of Avoca (IA) 
Feasibility study for proposed walking trail  
and highway crossing	 $3,050

New playground equipment for Edgington  
Memorial Park	 $13,700

City of Carroll (IA) 
Funding for new outdoor aquatic center	 $30,000

City of Carter Lake (IA) 
Creation of a city skateboard park	 $51,627

City of Council Bluffs (IA) 
Continued downtown streetscape of  
West Broadway	 $135,000

Continued downtown streetscape of  
West Broadway	 $915,000

Site preparation and infrastructure for  
mixed use neighborhood near riverfront	 $2,000,000

City of Creston (IA) 
Support for community recreational  
skate park	 $5,000

City of Harlan (IA) 
Construction of “Rocky Skate Park” 	 $25,000

City of Logan (IA) 
Funding for aquatic center at community  
center park	 $30,000

City of Mondamin (IA) 
Remodeling enhancements at public library	 $1,500 

City of Neola (IA) 
New lighting for sports complex	 $80,562

City of Oakland (IA) 
Renovation and beautification of city hall	 $27,500

City of Riverton (IA) 
Chautauqua pavilion restoration project  
in Riverton	 $11,500

City of Treynor (IA) 
Construction and installation of entrance  
welcome signs	 $22,200

City of Walnut (IA) 
Improvement and relocation of entrance  
welcome signs	 $25,000

Community Housing Investment Corporation 
Revitalization projects in Council Bluffs  
neighborhoods	 $67,000

Assessment of Council Bluffs neighborhood  
property for reuse	 $30,000

Council Bluffs Betterment Foundation 
Holiday light display for newly renovated  
Bayliss Park	 $41,566

Council Bluffs Historic Preservation Alliance 
Organizational start-up funding for  
historic preservation	 $45,000

Durham Western Heritage Museum 
Window restoration project at  
Omaha museum	 $100,000

Friends of Lake Manawa 
Design of a north shore campground at  
Lake Manawa in Council Bluffs	 $27,025 

Habitat for Humanity of Council Bluffs 
Building materials for homes in  
Council Bluffs 	 $150,000

Iowa Architectural Foundation 
Community design workshop for  
Council Bluffs	 $15,000

Minden Community Club 
Renovation of community club building  
in Minden (IA)	 $75,000

Municipal Homes Inc. 
Pre-development of a Council Bluffs site  
for affordable rental housing	 $50,000

Nebraska State Historical Society 
Technical assistance for cultural institutions  
in southwest Iowa	 $13,800

Pottawattamie County Conservation Board 
Central Loess Hills restoration initiative 	 $143,480

Public Art Project 
Iowa West Foundation initiative to  
support public art	 $2,000,000

Streetscape initiative 
Beautification and maintenance of  
primary corridors in Council Bluffs	 $3,000,000

The Oakland Historical Society 
Renovation of Nishna Heritage Museum  
in Oakland (IA)	 $12,374

Whiterock Conservancy 
The Whiterock Great Places Initiative  
near Coon Rapids (IA)	 $50,000	

IOWA WEST FOUNDATION 2007 GRANT AWARDS – $25,357,280.30

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Adams County (IA) Conservation Board 
Recreational improvements at Lake Icaria 	 $50,000

Artspace Projects, Inc. 
Artist live/work space in Council Bluffs  
historic district	 $1,783,000

Bemis Center for Contemporary Art 
Creativity celebration in Omaha with  
educational art exhibits	 $25,000

Bluffs Arts Council 
Support for concert series 2007-2008	 $15,000

City of Carson (IA) 
City website development and needs  
assessment survey	 $1,300

City of Corning (IA) 
Adams County aquatic center	 $30,000

City of Council Bluffs (IA) 
Alcohol-free New Year’s Eve festival  
for families	 $35,000 

Support for economic development  
research and planning	 $350,000

Corning Center for the Fine Arts 
Completion of an arts center in Corning (IA)	 $24,000

Friends of the Union Pacific Railroad Museum 
Development of “Riding the Rails” exhibit  
in Council Bluffs museum	 $125,000

Golden Hills Resource Conservation & Development 
Cultural resources study in the Loess Hills	 $74,850

Loess Hills Scenic Byway brochure for  
western Iowa	 $34,000

Iowa Western Community College Foundation 
Support for performing arts series	 $75,000 

Omaha Botanical Center, Inc. 
Metropolitan area railroad days celebration	 $25,000

Omaha Zoological Society 
Butterfly and insect pavilion	 $400,000

Pottawattamie County (IA) Board of Supervisors 
Support of the C.I.T.I.E.S. fund for  
community infrastructure projects	 $1,300,000

Marketing for area tourism activities  
and attractions	 $62,500

Pottawattamie County (IA) Development Corporation 
Support of a downtown revitalization  
fund for Council Bluffs	 $2,000,000

Wallace Foundation for Rural Research  
and Development 
Technical assistance for entrepreneurs 
 in southwest Iowa	 $33,333

Strategic planning for growing a  
regional food system	 $20,000	

EDUCATION

Avoca (IA) Public Library 
Purchase of microfilm digital reader-printer	 $3,638

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands 
School-based mentoring program 
in Pottawattamie County schools	 $25,000

Board of Regents/University of Nebraska-Omaha 
“Aim for the Stars” science camp for  
Pottawattamie County youth	 $14,843

Training program for art teachers and staff 
in southwest Iowa	 $16,582

Children’s Center 
Equipment for classes of young parents  
at Council Bluffs center	 $2,000

Community Education Foundation, Inc. 
STARS (Scholarships and Training for  
Adult Re-entry Students)	 $60,000

Comprehensive/collaborative planning  
in Council Bluffs community	 $51,300

Conference for Inclusive Communities 
Community cultural education for  
metropolitan area youth	 $5,000	
		
Council Bluffs (IA) Public Library 
An “Author Series” at the library	 $25,000

Collection enhancement with additional 
materials and databases	 $125,000

Dunlap Library Friends 
Children’s computer and chairs at public  
library in Dunlap (IA)	 $675

Durham Western Heritage Museum 
Support for “The Enemy Within Exhibition”	 $25,000

Eckels Memorial Library 
Update collection of educational materials  
in Oakland (IA) library	 $5,000	
		
Friends of the Union Pacific Railroad Museum 
“Picturing What Matters” photography  
project in Council Bluffs	 $14,000

Iowa Newspaper Foundation 
“Newspapers In Education” program for  
southwest Iowa schools	 $17,000

Iowa West Foundation Scholarship Program 
College scholarships for southwest Iowa  
and eastern Nebraska	 $500,000 

Iowa Public Television Foundation 
Mobile digital unit and southwest  
Iowa programming	 $230,000

Iowa Western Community College Foundation 
Expansion of health care  
education program 	 $1,100,000
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A $1.1 million grant was 
awarded to Iowa Western 
Community College 
Foundation to support the 
expansion of the health care 
education program at the 
school. The grant is being 
used to upgrade health 
sciences equipment and 
technology, as well as to 
expand health care classrooms 
and facilities.

The Vocational Development 
Center, also known as 
VODEC, provides vocational 
and residential services for 
persons with developmental 
disabilities. The center’s 
services enable many clients 
to gain employment and live 
independently. A grant was 
awarded in 2007 for roof 
replacement at the Council 
Bluffs workshop.

Language & Culture School of Omaha 
“Saturdays in South Omaha”  
educational project	 $1,600 

Language and financial workshops to  
assist Latina women	 $4,200 

Loess Hills Area Education Agency 13 
Funding of additional career academies for  
southwest Iowa high school students	 $461,500

Summer leadership academies for  
southwest Iowa youth	 $67,500

Legacy 150 Foundation 
“Character Counts” program training for  
schools in Pottawattamie County	 $15,000

Omaha Area Youth Orchestras 
Youth orchestra concerts in Council Bluffs  
elementary schools	 $5,000

Omaha Children’s Museum 
“Blizzard Voices” traveling exhibition in  
metro area	 $10,000

Omaha Symphony Association 
Regional youth programming	 $5,000

Support for students in Pottawattamie  
County to attend orchestra performance	 $15,000

Pottawattamie County Schools 
County-wide pre-school  
education program	 $1,400,000 

Promise Partners-Pottawattamie Alliance for Youth 
Development of social and educational  
marketing campaign	 $10,000

R.E.S.P.E.C.T.2 
Southwest Iowa educational programs on  
violence prevention	 $12,500

Society of American Military Engineers/Omaha Post	
Mentoring program and workshop  
for local students	 $5,000

State Historical Society of Iowa 
To plan the introduction of bison at the  
Western Historic Trails Center in Council Bluffs 	$7,413

Strategic Air & Space Museum 
Aerospace education outreach to eastern  
Nebraska and southwest Iowa 	 $5,000

Town and Country Arts 
Development of performing arts academy  
in Woodbine (IA)	 $2,000	

HUMAN AND SOCIAL NEEDS	

Adams County (IA) Kid Care Council 
Summer park program	 $2,000

American Red Cross Loess Hills Chapter 
New facility at the human services campus  
in Council Bluffs  	 $800,000

Angels Among Us, Inc. 
Capacity building in family healthcare in  
Omaha metro area	 $10,000

Board of Regents/University of Nebraska-Omaha 
“Enhancing Senior Living Through the Arts”  
project in Council Bluffs	 $15,178

Brush Up Nebraska Paint-A-Thon 
Supplies for Omaha area volunteer program  
to assist low-income homeowners	 $5,000

Camp Fire USA Midlands Council 
Renovation of Omaha building for new  
program offices	 $75,000

Centro Latino of Iowa 
Expansion of services to the Latino  
community of Council Bluffs	 $30,000

Charles Drew Health Center, Inc. 
Health education outreach in Omaha  
metropolitan area	 $9,000

Charles E. Lakin Human Services Campus 
Infrastructure and landscaping of five-agency  
human services campus in Council Bluffs	 $1,700,000

Children’s Imagination Station Daycare 
Program supplies for Denison (IA)  
community preschool	 $1,434.30

Christian Home Association-Children’s Square U.S.A. 
Additional development of Council Bluffs  
campus and youth programs 	 $356,834

Cottage bedroom improvements in  
Council Bluffs	 $18,750

Equine therapeutic program for  
Council Bluffs at-risk youth	 $5,800

City of Omaha (NE)  
Interoperable public safety radios for  
police helicopters 	 $25,000

Council Bluffs (IA) Goodfellows 
Matching dollar holiday campaign to assist  
low-income families	 $45,000

Family Housing Advisory Services, Inc. 
Housing independence services for  
seniors in Pottawattamie County (IA)	 $17,025 

Low-income assistance program for  
housing in Council Bluffs	 $12,500 

Girl Scouts - Nishnabotna Council of  
Southwest Iowa 
Improvements at Camp Neyati near  
Glenwood (IA)	 $39,000

Good Neighbor Foundation, Inc. 
Drug intervention programs at Oxford  
Houses in the metropolitan area	 $10,000

Habitat for Humanity of Council Bluffs 
Support for strategic planning	 $8,950

Heartland Family Service 
Drug court integrated treatment for  
southwest Iowa clients	 $50,000

Energy/rental assistance for low-income families/ 
homeless in Pottawattamie County (IA)	 $120,000

Iowa Foster and Adoptive Parents Association 
Development of a “sibling connection  
training project” in southwest Iowa	 $4,500

Iowa Legal Aid 
Organization outreach into southwest Iowa	 $5,000

Kornerstone Kids Child Care, Inc. 
Emergency shelter at child care center  
in Hamburg (IA)	 $20,000 

League of Human Dignity, Inc. 
Accessibility improvements in Council Bluffs  
at homes of disabled persons	 $20,000

Little Brothers–Friends of the Elderly 
Establishment of elderly activity services in  
Council Bluffs	 $10,000

Loess Hills  Area Education Agency 13 
Planning for “Young Families Resource  
Center” in southwest Iowa	 $43,200

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Iowa 
Funding to grant wishes of ill children in  
southwest Iowa	 $10,000 

Merrymakers Association 
“Adopt-a-Home” entertainment activities  
for southwest Iowa elderly	 $24,000

MICAH House Corporation  
Capacity building plan to meet  
homeless needs	 $50,000

New emergency homeless shelter at the human  
services campus in Council Bluffs (IA)	 $1,240,000

Midlands Chapter Alzheimer’s Association 
Updating of educational care-giving materials  
for southwest Iowans	 $7,500

Mills County (IA) Prevent Child Abuse Council 
“Earn While You Learn” parent education  
program for families	 $5,000

Mills County (IA) Public Health 
Expansion of methamphetamine  
recovery project	 $12,500

Mondamin (IA) Volunteer Fire and  
Rescue Department 
New brush and grass fire equipment  
in Loess Hills area	 $2,000

Muscular Dystrophy Association (NE) 
Support for MDA summer camp for  
Nebraska and southwest Iowa youth	 $14,000

Nebraska AIDS Project  
Case management and educational services  
in Council Bluffs area	 $25,000

Partnerships in Aging, Inc. 
Strategic planning for “Older Adults  
Continuum of Care” in the Omaha area	 $37,715

Senior Futures, Inc. 
Assistance with outdoor chores for  
Pottawattamie County senior citizens	 $8,276

SOLAS (Support Our Local Animal Shelter) 
Additional veterinary care at the  
Council Bluffs animal shelter	 $5,000 

Southwest (IA) 8 Senior Services, Inc. 
Program to assist low-income elderly meet  
special needs	 $12,000

Special Olympics Iowa, Inc. 
Support for “Challenge Days” in  
southwest Iowa	 $10,000

Ted E. Bear Hollow, Inc. 
Organizational planning for children  
services in southwest Iowa	 $2,500

The City of Modale (IA) Volunteer  
Fire Department 
New equipment and firefighting gear 	 $2,000

The Salvation Army Council Bluffs Corp 
Disaster Services mobile unit	 $40,000

United Way of the Midlands 
Support of United Way of the  
Midlands Campaign	 $320,000

Visiting Nurse Association of Omaha 
Infant safety program providing cribs/car  
seats to area families in need	 $10,000

Vocational Development Center, Inc. 
Roof replacement at Council Bluffs workshop  
serving persons with disabilities	 $35,000

Word of Mouth: Oral Health Education 
Dental health awareness program in southwest  
Iowa for low-income families	 $11,000

The following fire departments in Pottawattamie 
County also received Iowa West grants for 
equipment through the Pottawattamie County 
Firefighters Association:

Carson Volunteer Fire Department 
Carter Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
Crescent Volunteer Fire Department 
Hancock Volunteer Fire Department 
Lewis Township Fire & Rescue 
Minden Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Treynor Fire Department 
Underwood Volunteer Fire Department 
Walnut Volunteer Fire Department
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Town and Country Arts  
has served the Harrison 
County community for  
27 years, bringing the 
arts, drama, dance and 
literature to the county’s 
towns. The organization 
received a grant to assist 
with the development of a 
performing arts academy in 
Modale, Iowa, housed in the 
beautifully renovated historic 
Masonic Lodge building.

The mission of the Iowa West Foundation is to improve lives 
and strengthen communities for today and future generations. 

We do this by providing leadership, creating partnerships, 
leveraging resources and serving as a catalyst in identifying  
and supporting community needs.

We have a special interest in: Community Development and 
Beautification, Economic Development, Education, and Human 
and Social Needs.

GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION
Organizations with an IRS 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt status and classification as 
a public charity – under IRS sections 509 (a) (1) and 509 (a) (2) – as well as 
governmental units and agencies, are eligible to apply for grant consideration. 
The Foundation’s geographic focus is southwest Iowa and eastern Nebraska, 
the primary focus being Council Bluffs and Pottawattamie County with a 
secondary focus being contiguous counties.

APPLICATION DEADLINES
Grant applications are reviewed by grant committees and considered by the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors four times a year. Potential applicants are 
encouraged to visit the Foundation’s website at www.iowawestfoundation.org 
for application deadlines and procedures.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Please contact the Foundation office for assistance in the grant  
application process.

Grants Manager, Iowa West Foundation
25 Main Place, Suite 550
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503

Phone 712.309.3003
Fax 712.322.2267
Email grantinfo@iowawest.com

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents	 $413,380
Total investments	 $391,699,284
Other assets	 $222,475

Total assets	 $392,335,139

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Grants and initiated projects payable	 $61,273,686
Long-term debt	 $14,625,000
Other liabilities	 $200,703

Total liabilities	 $76,099,389

Net assets unrestricted	 $316,235,750	
Total liabilities and net assets	 $392,335,139

GRANTS
Community Development  
and Beautification	 $9,304,884.00
Economic Development	 $6,462,983.00
Education	 $4,246,751.00
Human and Social Needs	 $5,342,662.30

Total	 $25,357,280.30

IOWA WEST FOUNDATION 2007 FINANCIALS*
Condensed Balance Sheet for the Year Ending December 31, 2007

Economic Development
25%

Education
17%

Human & Social Needs
21%

Community Development
& Beautification

37%

*The financials in this report are preliminary and unaudited, as the audit is currently in process.



ABOVE: Downtown Council 
Bluffs is enjoying a rebirth as 
a result of numerous projects, 
including restorations of 
historic buildings on Pearl and 
South Main streets. Many are 
funded through a downtown 
revitalization program 
supported by the Iowa West 
Foundation.

BACK COVER: The mission 
of the Iowa West Foundation 
is “to improve lives and 
strengthen communities for 
future generations.” Through 
the years, the Foundation 
has awarded grants for 
recreational trails like this  
one on the southwest side  
of Council Bluffs.
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  FOUNDATION

The Iowa West Racing Association was officially formed in 1984, and the Iowa West 
Foundation began operations in 1994. The organizations came about because Iowa 
passed laws requiring gaming licenses to be either held or sponsored by non-profit 
organizations. These organizations have become an important source of funding for 
charitable and community projects.

The Iowa West Racing Association is the license holder for Horseshoe Casino, formerly 
Bluffs Run, and the license sponsor for two casino riverboats, Ameristar and Harrah’s. 
The two riverboats pay license fees to the association, which distributes the funds to 
the Iowa West Foundation. In addition, two transactions in 1999 and 2004 involving 
Bluffs Run, significantly increased the corpus and investment income for charitable 
giving by the Iowa West Foundation.

The Iowa West Foundation, headquartered in Council Bluffs, Iowa, is an 
independent 501 (c) (3) organization that receives funding from investment 
income and from the Iowa West Racing Association, which collects fees from 
casino operators.

From modest beginnings, The Iowa West Foundation has evolved into one of 
the largest non-profit organizations in the Midwest, and it’s still fairly young. 
The Foundation administers a grant program, which awards funds for various 
community projects of governmental entities or non-profit organizations. 

Through 2007, the Iowa West Foundation’s grand total of funding to  
non-profit organizations and governmental entities has now reached 
approximately $190 million, resulting in a positive impact on the lives of 
thousands of area citizens.

2007 IOWA WEST 
FOUNDATION BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS
Lynn G. Grobe,  
   President
Dr. David H. Kuper,  
   Vice President
Suellen Overton,  
   Secretary/Treasurer
Deborah I. Bass
John M. Burns
Francis E. Clark
Patti A. Hannan
Charles L. Smith
Gary D. Woods

IOWA WEST  
FOUNDATION STAFF
J. Todd Graham,  
   Executive Director & CEO
Jerry Mathiasen,  
   Associate Executive Director
Jacquelyn Dix,  
   Executive Assistant
Debra Debbaut,  
   Grants Manager
Reed Morgan,  
   Grants Program Director
Richard Sorich,  
   Special Projects Manager
Jody Boyer, Fellow

Community Development  
and Beautification 
Rhonda Hope
Kim McKeown
Walt Pyper
Linda Rhatigan
Greg Reeder
Mark Shoemaker
Dolores Silkworth

Economic Development  
Dave Christiansen
Doug Coziahr
Don Gross

Lori Holste
Melvyn Houser
Matt O’Reilly 
Verne Welch

Education
Nick Benzing (dec.) 
JoAnne Carrithers
Judy Davis
Don Friday
Helen Hummel
Doug Primmer
Jeanne Trachta

Human and  
Social Needs 
Marcia Antworth
Theresa Barron-McKeagney 
Rick Crowl
Donn Dierks
Matt Madsen
Barb Morrison
Nancy Schulze

The Iowa West Foundation also has grant advisory committees consisting of 
local citizens and listed below are the 2007 committees.

2007 IOWA WEST RACING 
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Emma M. Chance,  
   President
Jack E. Ryan,  
   Vice President
Steve O’Neill,  
   Secretary/Treasurer
Joseph D. Lehan
John P. Nelson
Georgia A. Sievers
Charles L. Smith
Ronald N. Tekippe
Barbara J. Walsh




